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Savings

Option summary
The Council spends £7.2 million per year in this area. This budget option would see the Council make
savings of £850,000 through reducing the maintenance at 100 mainly small sites, all bowling greens
except at Birkenhead Park and also withdraw maintenance from 16 beaches. Importantly, we will
continue to maintain most major parks, sports pitches and golf courses.

The sites which would no longer be maintained also include: the non-golf and non-football pitch 
parts of Arrowe Park, 14 local parks, 32 natural and semi-natural green spaces, and 44 amenity 
green spaces.  

Potential impact
Green and open spaces provide valuable health benefits and social opportunities for people, including
those with mental health conditions. Reducing the number of accessible green spaces may have a
particular effect on more vulnerable people and the socio-economically deprived communities. Fitness
trails in Arrowe and Mersey Parks would not be installed.

Reduced standards of cleanliness on the 16 beaches could result in reduced visitor numbers and loss
of some of these local jobs as well as a loss of quality of life for local people. Over 2,000 people
belong to bowling clubs who use the Council’s bowling greens. Many of them are over 60 who benefit
physically, mentally and socially through regularly enjoying bowling.

If the Council, partner or external grant funding were not found for start-up costs then land use
reallocation – for example creating new allotments or habitats - would not be possible. Partner groups
such as friends or other community based groups may not have capacity for taking on the
management of these sites. The Council also has a statutory duty to have regard to biodiversity
conservation when carrying out its functions. The cessation of maintenance on natural and semi-
natural green spaces would need to be managed to maximise positive biodiversity outcomes.

Reducing the impact
Some sites could be reallocated for alternative land use, subject to other considerations and
consents, for example local amenity, planning and biodiversity interest. Such uses might include:
creating new allotments in areas with large waiting lists; sale of land for gardens or development; and
woodland or wetland creation which would require additional capital funding.

Some sites could be taken on and managed by community-based partner groups with support from
Council staff to manage the transition.  

2014/2015

£000s

850

2015/2016

£000s

0

2016/2017

£000s

0

TOTAL

£000s

850

Budget Option | Reducing Parks Maintenance


